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Founder  and  fo rmer  CEO  o f  SoBe  s teps  in to  l eadersh ip  r o l e  a t  spark l ing  ju i ce  company  
 
 

 
BOULDER ,  Co l o .  (Ap r .  4 ,  2006 )  — IZZE  Beve rag e  Co mpany ,  t he  l eade r  i n  the  emerg in g  
spa rk l i ng  j u i ce  ca tego r y ,  has  a ppo in te d  SoBe  f ou nd e r  a nd  f o rme r  CEO  J ohn  Be l l o  t o  cha i rman  
o f  the  boa rd .  Be l l o ,  who  j o ined  I Z ZE ’ s  boa rd  o f  d i r e c t o rs  i n  the  fa l l  o f  200 5 ,  i s  a l so  a  pa r tne r  
w i th  She rb ro oke  Cap i ta l ,  t h e  ven tu re  c ap i ta l  g r oup  tha t  l ed  the  $6 .35  m i l l i on  equ i t y - f i nanc ing  
r oun d  f o r  I ZZ E  in  ea r l y  20 05 .    
 
" The  t im ing  i s  pe r f e c t  f o r  I ZZE  t o  so l i d i f y  i t s  l ead e rs h ip  pos i t i o n  i n  a  c han g in g  ma rke tp l ace  
tha t  i s  demand ing  mo re  hea l th fu l  beve rage  a l t e rna t i ves , ”  sa i d  B e l l o .  “ I  f e e l  my  pa ra l l e l  
e xpe r i ence  w i th  SoBe  i n  c r ea t i ng  and  g row in g  the  h ea l th y  r e f r es hmen t  beve ra ge  ca teg o r y  
l ends  i t se l f  t o  a  fu tu re  w i n  w i th  I ZZ E .  W i th  i t s  na tu ra l  pos i t i on i ng  as  a  hea l th y  p r oduc t ,  I ZZE  
has  the  b ran d  cha r i sma  a nd  co nsu mer  pass i o n  tha t  can  h e lp  i t  r i s e  abo ve  the  c lu t t e r  i n  a  
compe t i t i v e  and  c row ded  beve rage  spa ce .  I  am ea ge r  t o  wo rk  w i th  Tod d  Wo l os on  an d  h i s  t e am 
to  h e lp  r e a l i z e  th i s  t r eme n dous  po ten t i a l . ”  
 
" I  am th r i l l e d  tha t  J ohn  Be l l o  has  ag re ed  t o  s t ep  i n t o  the  cha i rman  po s i t i on  o n  ou r  b oa rd  o f  
d i r e c t o rs , ”  s a id  I ZZ E  co - f ounde r  and  CEO  Todd  Wo l o son .  “He  has  an  i nc r ed i b l e  ene rgy  l e ve l  
and  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  spe nd  t i me  w i th  us  a s  we  n av ig a te  a  ve r y  d yna mic  ma rke tp l ace .  M r .  Be l l o  
b r i ngs  a  s t r o ng  e xec u t i on  d i sc i p l i ne  wh ich  i s  he lp i n g  I Z ZE  r ed e f i ne  the  l an ds cape  o f  so f t  
d r i nks .  We  a r e  on  a  ve r y  s t eep  g r owth  t ra j e c t o r y  r i g h t  now  a nd  h av ing  t he  w i s dom o f  
e xpe r i ence  a r ound  i s  mo re  th an  he lp fu l . "  
 
Boa rd  me mbe r  and  She rb rooke  Cap i ta l  manag ing  ge ne ra l  pa r tne r  J ohn  G iannuz z i  ag rees .  “ J ohn  
Be l l o  w i l l  p r o v ide  the  co mpany  w i th  s t ra t eg i c  and  ta c t i c a l  gu i dan ce  as  w e  g ro w  th i s  e me rg ing  
company .  H i s  vas t  h igh-g rowth  beve rage  e xpe r i en ce  i s  i n va l uab l e  t o  I ZZ E  r i g h t  now .”  
 
Be l l o  i s  an  o pe ra t i ng  pa r tne r  a t  She rb rooke  Cap i ta l  whe re  he  w o rks  d i r ec t l y  w i th  po r t f o l i o  
compa ny  man ageme nt  t ea ms  t o  f o rmu l a te  and  e xec u te  s t ra t egy .   I n  19 95 ,  Be l l o  f ou nded  S ou th  
Beach  Beve ra ge  Comp any ,  t he  mak e r  o f  nu t r i t i o na l l y  enhan ced  t e a s  and  ju i ces  marke ted  un de r  
the  b rand  na me  SoBe ,  wh e re  he  wa s  a l so  CEO .   T he  compa ny  was  so ld  t o  Pe ps iCo  i n  200 1  f o r  
$370  mi l l i on .   I n  20 01 ,  E r ns t  and  Yo un g  na med  Be l l o  ‘Na t i on a l  E n t r ep rene u r  o f  the  Yea r ’  i n  
the  Co nsu me r  P rod uc ts  c a tego r y  f o r  h i s  wo rk  w i th  So Be .   P r i o r  t o  f oun d in g  S oBe ,  he  spe n t  1 4  
y ea rs  a t  Na t i ona l  F oo tba l l  L eague  P r o p e r t i e s ,  t he  marke t i ng  a rm  o f  t he  NFL .   As  p r es i den t ,  
Be l l o  i s  c r ed i t ed  w i th  b u i l d ing  NFL  P ro pe r t i e s  i n t o  a  spo r t s  marke t i ng  l eade r  and  c r ea t i ng  the  
mode l  b y  w h i ch  eve r y  ma j o r  s po r t s  l ea gue  n ow  ope ra tes .   Be l l o  ho lds  an  M .B . A .  f r o m the  Amos  
Tuck  S choo l  a t  Da r tmo uth  Co l l ege  whe r e  he  w as  a n  Edwa rd  T uck  Scho l a r ,  a nd  g ra dua ted  cu m 
laude  f r o m T u f t s  Un i ve r s i t y  w i th  a  B .A .  deg ree  i n  h i s t o r y .  
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I ZZE  Sp a rk l i n g  Ju i ce ,  a n  a l l -na tu ra l  b l end  o f  pu re  f ru i t  j u i c e  a n d  spa rk l i n g  wate r ,  i s  f r ee  o f  
ca f f e i ne ,  a r t i f i c i a l  i ng re d i en ts ,  h igh- f ruc tos e  co rn  s y rup ,  an d  a l l  o th e r  r e f i ne d  sug a rs .  
 
Abou t  I ZZE  Beve ra ge  Co mpany :  
The  I ZZE  Beve rage  Company  was  f ounded  in  20 02  by  two  f r i ends  who  se t  ou t  t o  c r ea te  a  
d i s t i nc t i v e  n a tu ra l  be ve ra ge  wh i l e  c on t r i b u t ing  t o  a  h ighe r  pu rpo se .   T he  I ZZ E  P ro j ec t  Reac h  
p rog ra m s up po r t s  and  c r e a tes  edu ca t i on-base d  de v e l opm en t  f o r  fa rm w o rk e rs  and  t he i r  
f ami l i e s  i n  the  co mmu n i t i es  whe re  I ZZ E  buys  i t s  f ru i t .   I ZZ E  S p a rk l i ng  Ju i ce  i s  n ow  so ld  i n  
S ta rbucks  th r oughou t  the  US  and  Canada ,  as  we l l  as  na t i o na l l y  i n  Supe rTa rge t  and  Cos t  P l us  
Wo r l d  Ma rke t  s t o res .  I ZZE  i s  a l so  so ld  l o ca l l y  i n  C os tco  c lub s ,  r e gu la r  T a r ge t  s t o res ,  Sa few ay ,  
Who l e  Foods  Marke ts ,  W i l d  Oa ts  Marke ts ,  g r oce r y  s t o r es ,  and  c as ua l  and  f i ne  d in i ng  
r es tau ra n ts  and  de l i s  ac r oss  the  Un i t e d  S ta tes ,  Ca nada ,  the  Ca r ib bean  an d  Sou th  P ac i f i c .   
I ZZE  i s  ava i l ab l e  i n  e ig h t  f l avo rs :  Spa rk l i ng  App l e ,  Spa rk l i ng  B l ackbe r r y ,  S p a rk l i ng  B lue b e r r y ,  
Spa rk l i ng  C l e men t ine ,  S pa rk l i ng  G rap e f ru i t ,  Sp a rk l i n g  Lemon ,  Sp a rk l i ng  Pea r  a nd  S pa rk l i ng  
Pomeg ra na te ,  an d  i s  so l d  i n  4 -p acks ,  1 2-packs ,  s i n g l e -se rve  12- and  16-ou nc e  g la ss  b o t t l e s ,  
and  s ing l e -s e r ve  8 .4 -o un ce  can s .   F o r  mo re  i n f o rmat i o n ,  v i s i t  w ww. i z z e . co m.  
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